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THE PROBLEM OR CONFLICT BETWEEN  
ARCHBICHOP JEAN AND ARCHIMANDRIT  
JOHANNES/ST. NICHOLAS PARISH IN OSLO.

The problem startet when the Lutheran Dean of the Armed Forces in 
Norway contacted fr.Johannes. It was about an orthodox army-priest in 
Norway. Fr. Johannes had meetings with the Dean of the Armed Forces, 
Hagsæter, and they set up a very good proposal for the new priest fr. The-
odor (Tor Vegard) Svane. He was on his way back from USA after studies 
in theology at St. Vladimirs and on our recommandation having been 
ordained a priest with the agreement that he should be 2. priest in St. 
Nicholas Parish and take care of our members in the Bergen-area.

Also archbishop JEAN agreed totally to that (se doc.1-2), Then there was 
a meeting between fr. Theodore and vladyko JEAN in Bussy, that resulted 
in an other agreement beween them, that was reported by vladyko JEAN 
himself in a letter (doc.3). The parish council of St. Nicholas protested 
and explained why that was both against our agreement and against Nor-
wegian law (doc.4), Archbishop JEAN called fr. Johannes to Paris for a 
meeting. Fr. Johannes went together with fr. Poul Sebbelov from Copen-
hagen as translator. The meeting was good, and the original agreement 
was almost renewed (doc. 5). Then came a second letter from vladyko 
JEAN confirming that he allowed fr. Johannes to continue his monthly 
liturgy on Saturday in Bergen. (doc 6). So came the decree: forbidding the 
monthly liturgy! (doc.8) However, because vladyko JEAN in his previous 
letter had allowed one monthly liturgy, fr. Johannes had already booked 
his flights and did not think that he broke any decree of the archbishop 
when travelling there 3. of february. Our faithful members in Bergen were 
expecting him and he did not want to disappoint them. However, this re-
sulted in the letter of suspention (doc 12). Accusing him of three points: 
A)The forbidden liturgy in Bergen 3. of february. (But vladyko JEAN had 
given his written permission to it!) B) That he had not prayed for the ar-
chbishop during that liturgy. But this is not correct, in fact he prayed also 
for the archbishop. C) That he is not willing to concelebrate with fr. Olav 
and fr. Theodor. A handful of people including fr. Olav and, as it seems 
to us, fr. Theodor (probably because of disinformation) have behaved in 
a hostile way towards fr. Johannes and our parish. In keeping with what 
archbishop Gabriel had written us, we felt in our right not to invite them 
to our services. (As a matter of fact, before any problems started, we expe-
cted fr. Theodor to contact us after he returned from US, but he never 
did.). Those three accusations seems to us as excuses for punishing, and 
not as accusations of real serious sins against canonical order.

fortsetter neste side  →
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→  fortsetter fra side 2:   
The suspention came as a chock to us. It came without any real warning and without trying to communicate with 
us about the situation. Whatever was intended by the suspention it has been damaging for our parish and the 
faithful feel that it is they who are punished.

As we understand it: all of this conflict is a result of a series of misunderstandings due to at least two things: a) the 
confusing way communication between Paris and us that has taken place (cf. the incident in Bergen); b) disin-
formation from the small group of opponents to St. Nicholas Parish in Oslo. The whole situation is totally out of 
proportions and the crisis could have been avoided by taking into consideration the information from us and not 
only listening to them who want to hurt us.

The Council of The Orthodox Church in Norway.

Le 22 mai 2017 à 11:16,  
Fader Johannes <fader.johannes@ortodoks.org> a écrit :

Christ is risen!

Dear Vladyko: Bless!

I have had contact with the dean for the armed forces in Norway. 
We have come to a proposed deal about fr. Theodor  Svane who is soon returning from USA to Norway. 
I have earlyer sendt You a mail with a question abut his canonical place in relation to our parish. 
On the condition that You will bless it: 
He (fr. Theodor Svane ) will be offered a place as military chaplain in Bergen with VERY good payment. (That 
will make it possible for him also to take responsibility for some of the work in our community there.)  
This proposed contract is on condition that he is 2. priest in our parish (St. Nicholas), and that he is under me as 
the legal/juridical responsible, and that this is authorized by You, Vladyko.

In Christ
fr. Johannes

Fra: Renneteau <jeanrenneteau@gmail.com> 
Sendt: 24. mai 2017 07:22 
Til: Fader Johannes 
Emne: Re: fr. Theodor Svane

Cher Père, Dear Father Johannes,

I agree with the solution You proposed in order to allow father Theodor Swann come to Norway. I hope You will 
be able to guide him in this new experience in Bergen. Thank You for Your help.

May God save You. With all my best wishes. Christ is Risen.  
+ Archbishop Jean.

doc. 2

doc. 1
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Oslo, Norway 29. of august 2017

To His Eminence Archbishop JEAN of Chariopoulis

Paris – France

Dear Vladyko: Bless!

We – the parish counsil of The Orthodox Church in Norway – Saint Nicholas Parish  - have met today to discuss 
Your letter ( protocol number 17.052, 17. of august 2017) concerning Your decision in regard to fr. Theodor Svane.

In spite of the good will and intention we can se in the document, we find that  it unfortunately rest on some mis-
understandings.

We know that You have been   informed by our parish priest about our proposed   placement of fr. Theodor in 
Bergen, and we have, through our priest, negotiated an arrangement with the Royal Navy to secure  employment 
for him there. You have also accepted  this arrangement in email correspondance. Now, however, we feel that our 
agreement has been set aside. Fr. Theodor seems to have agreed om a similar arrangement with You, but without 
consulting  us.. We have not been made aware of, or included, in any further discussions between  the Royal Navy 
and fr. Theodor. In our previous discussions with the Royal Navy, witch led to the original offer of employment, 
we were made to understand that this employment was conditional on his association with Saint Nicholas Parish.

Tor Vegard Svane (now fr. Theodor) converted in our community in Bergen, and after some time he started to 
express his desire to study Orthodox theology. We, through our rector, gave him all the recommendations and 
certifications he needed, and even some economical help to finance his studies. However, during his five years stay 
in the USA he did not maintain any real contact with us. After his ordination (also on our recommandation), he 
had no contact with us. He has never visited our church in Oslo or Bergen or any other place. He has never concel-
ebrated in any of our services. Few in our parish know him or have seen him. He has never contacted us to discuss 
his future either in Bergen or in Oslo. We have in effect no agreement with him, and eventually You and he seem to 
have annulled our generous proposal. Something has obviously been misunderstood here.

Our “mission” in Bergen is not an organized community. In fact, it is, in accordance with Norwegian legal regu-
lations , an integral part of  St. Nicholas parish.There is no legal possibility that this group, without asking each of 
its members separately, can be made into an independent community or parish. The financial basis of the Bergen 
group, its liturgical items etc. all belong to St. Nicholas. Our proposal was that fr. Theodor was to be on the staff of 
st. Nicholas Parish, as second priest in St. Nicholas church and then, on behalf of St. Nicholas, he could serve our 
members in Bergen. Without such an arrangement, we have unfortunately nothing to offer him. If he still wants to 
go to Bergen, he has to start from scratch, in effect competing with our mission there – exactly like fr. Olav Lerseth 
has done in Oslo. All of this is regrettably detrimental to the Orthodox Church in Norway. On basis of these addi-
tional facts we ask You to annul Your decision, and to make a new decision after further consultation with us, on 
the same terms as we previously proposed through our rector.

Asking for Your holy prayers and blessing.

Secretary of the Parish counsil, St. Nicholas Parish in Oslo
Dr. Philos.Torstein Theodor Tollefsen

Professor of Philosophy at the University of Oslo 

The Annountiation mission in Bergen
Sturla S Olsen, starost

Stela Matthiesen, secretary

doc. 4
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La réunion à Paris le 29 novembre 2017

Le mercredi 29 novembre, j'ai participé en tant qu'interprète à une réunion entre Mgr. Jean (Renneteau), Archevêque 
de l'Exarchat d'Europe Occidentale, et l’Archimandrite Johannes (Johansen), recteur de la paroisse de Saint-Nico-
las en Norvège. Présent lors de la première partie de la réunion (avant le déjeuner) était également M. Nicolas 
Lopoukhine, secrétaire du Conseil Diocésain.

La réunion a eu lieu dans le bureau de Mgr. Jean à Rue Daru, Paris. L'occasion en était quelques problèmes en Nor-
vège concernant les  relations entre la paroisse de Saint-Nicolas et le père Théodor Svane et  l’emplacement de ce 
dernier comme prêtre à Bergen. Le deuxième point principal de la réunion était les activités du père Olav Lerseth 
à Oslo.

Je me souviens des résultats de ladite réunion de cette façon: L’Archimandrite Johannes a présenté sa vision de la 
situation et a expliqué la législation norvégienne. Il a répondu à un certain nombre de questions de Mgr. Jean, qui 
sur cette base a exprimé vouloir prendre les décisions suivantes:

Mgr. Jean a annoncé qu'il avait l’intention d’accepter une demande du père Olav Lerseth d’une ”lettre canonique” 
pour que ce dernier puisse être transféré au Métropolite grec en Scandinavie, Met. Kleopas à Stockholm

Mgr. Jean a déclaré aussi que, après avoir entendu la présentation de l’Archimandrite Johannes de la situation, il 
était prêt à désigner le père Theodor Svane comme deuxième prêtre de la paroisse de Saint-Nicolas  avec service 
quotidien à Bergen.

La réunion a duré de 12 à 16 heures interrompu par déjeuner. Aucun compte rendu écrit de la réunion n’a été fait 
immédiatement.

Archiprêtre Poul Sebbelov
Paroisse de la Protection de la Mère de Dieu

Danemark

doc. 5

As seen from the letter of vladyko JEAN (next side) he also confirms/accepts our 25-year old practice of celebrating 
liturgy once a month on Saturday in Bergen for our faithful members there. 
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VEDTAK

Menighetsrådet i ”Den ortodokse kirke i Norge – Hellige Nikolai Menighet” (organisasjonsnummer 971 278 315 
/ 998 305 055) har idag, 16. januar 2018, på sitt møte besluttet med majoriteten av stemmene (unntatt f. Johannes 
og f. Serafim som avsto) på basis av resolusjonene på Generalforsamlingen i 2015 og Den Ekstraordinære 
Generalforsamlingen samme år og Den Ekstraordinære Generalforsamlingen i 2017  med bekreftelse fra alle de 
underliggende kirkeforeningene til å bruke den fullmakt som der ble gitt til å

FORLATE foreningen av menigheter som kalles ”Erkestiftet for menigheter i Vest-Europa av russisk tradisjon 
/Eksarkat i det Økumeniske Patriarkatet med sentrum i Paris, Frankrike, ledet av erkebiskop Johannes av 
Charioupoulis. Denne utmeldingen omfatter hele menigheten: Hellige Nikolai menighet, Kristi Forklarelses 
menighet i Rogaland, kirkeforeningene i Bergen, Bodø. Neiden, Bygstad og klosteret i Hurdal.

RESOLUTION

The Parish-counsil of ”The Orthodox Church in Norway – St. Nicholas Parish” (organization number 
971 278 315 /  998 305 055) has today 16. of January 2018 on its cession decided with the majority of votes (except 
fr.archimandrite Johannes and fr.hierodeacon Serafim who abstained) on basis of the resolutions of the General 
Assembley of 2015,  the Extraordinary General Assembley  same year and the Extraordinary General Assembley 
of 2017 and the conscent of the different communities to use the authorisation given  there, to:

LEAVE the union of parishes called “ The archdiocese of parishes in Western Europe of Russian Tradition 
/ Exarchate of the Oecumenical Patriarchate” with center in Paris, France, headed by archbishop John of 
Charioupoulis. This leave include all the parsih: St. Nicholas in Oslo, The Transfiguration in Rogaland, the 
communities in Bergen, Bodø, Neiden, Bygstad and the Skete in Hurdal.

Dr. Philos. Torstein Theodor Tollefsen
Secretary of the Parish-counsil
The Orthodox Church in Norway

doc. 7
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Dear father Angel
Thank you for your friendly letter – that is something we appreciate these days. Before I come to the issue I would 
just like to comment on the term ‘schismatic’. We have decided to leave the Exarcahte, but we are still under Con-
stantinople, until we are received into another canonical church, something we are working at. We are therefore not 
‘schismatic’. When it comes to your visit to Oslo on Saturday we, unfortunately, are not going to open the church for 
the Liturgy. The same goes for the visit of the archbishop next weekend. This is a matter of principle. There is one 
practicality that makes it impossible for us to let you in this Saturday: father Johannes is on a journey somewhere (I 
don’t know where) and it is he who has the key. There is in addition the difficulty that no Liturgy is announced for 
the coming Saturday, so nobody will turn up anyway. You tell us in your email that you are temporarily nominated 
‘rector’ of our parish, something we have not been formally informed of and that we therefore cannot accept. You 
must understand that the parish consists of faithful that appreciate their priest, father Johannes, and support him 
in these difficult days. The decisions we have passed come from the body of the faithful and we do not feel at all 
comfortable with enforced decisions from those that do not respect us. By suspending father Johannes we feel that 
the archbishop acts to harm all of us, the faithful, who stand by our beloved priest. Hypothetically, if a priest that 
is installed over the heads of the members of the parish comes to celebrate the Liturgy, there is no possibility to 
predict the reaction. It will be felt as if someone intrudes into our church, the church we feel as our home.
	 Once more we appreciate the friendly tone of your letter and we do not consider you an enemy. In happier 
days it would have been a pleasure to welcome you in St Nicholas’ Church.

On behalf of the parish council
Yours in Christ
Torstein Theodor Tollefsen

doc. 10

doc. 11
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Dear Vladyko Jean: Bless!

On this day, the day of forgiveness, I ask You humbly to forgive all my sins against You, in thoughts, and words, 
written or spoken. I see that I might have used harsh words and that I might have hurt Your feelings. I ask forgiven-
ness for that.

We have different understandings about the church-situation in Norway, and I respect You and Your understanding 
and Your opinions about it, but as long as we continue the conflict, the church will suffer, our believers  will suffer, 
and many people think that there is a split, a scisma between us, and they loose faith and confidence because of us. 
I therefore ask You humbly to take away the suspention You have given me, and let me exercise the priesthood in 
the normal way again (as I have done in nearly 40 years), so the church here will not suffer any more. I think You 
would win much by doing that. And then I will ask You to give me the «canonical leav» so that the parish again can 
live in a normal and healthy spiritual manner to benefit the believers og to honour God.

Now You have founded two new parishes in Norway, and that means that people can choose where they will belong. 
I will not work against them, in fact I have already given advice on how they who want it, can change their mem-
bership from our parish to one of the other two. I will not make any troubles for them. And I hope that You will  
also not make any troubles for our parish in its future life. I think the best for all is that we can go each our way as 
friends and not as adversaries.

In Christ
Your humble servant

Fr. Johannes

doc. 13

This letter of repentance from fr. Johannes did not get any respons from archbishop JEAN. 
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ARCHEVÊCHE DES EGLISES ORTHODOXES
DE TRADITION RUSSE EN EUROPE OCCIDENTALE

PATRIARCAT DE CONSTANTINOPLE

TRIBUNAL ECCLESIASTIQUE DIOCESAIN
Commission de Discipline

Le président
Archiprêtre Wladimir  Yagello
Paris, le 3 mars 2018

Archimandrite Johannes Johansen

Cher Père,

Suite à votre attitude et à vos agissements dans nos paroisses de Norvège, notre Archevêque Jean de Charioupolis 
s’est rendu à Oslo du 19 au 22 février dernier pour vous rencontrer, en vue de trouver une solution satisfaisante à la 
situation actuelle, dont vous êtes responsable.
Malheureusement l’entrevue souhaitée n’a pas eu lieu, et vous n’avez pas répondu non plus à la convocation (Déc. 
07-18 du 5 février 2018) de Monseigneur Jean, en vue d’une explication.
La Tribunal ecclésiastique a été saisi le 2 mars 2018, par Son Éminence l’Archevêque Jean de Charioupolis, en 
application de l’article 88, § 5 des statuts de l’Archevêché, pour traiter de votre statut canonique, en vertu de quoi 
nous vous convoquons au siège du Tribunal ecclésiastique 12 rue Daru 75008 Paris pour une audition devant les 
membres du Tribunal ecclésiastique.
Etant donnée la distance et afin que vous puissiez entreprendre sereinement ce voyage, nous vous accordons 
quelque jours de réflexion, cependant cette audience doit avoir lieu le plus rapidement possible, avant le mercredi 
28 mars, car il est hautement souhaitable que cette affaire soit terminée avant la Grande Semaine de la Passion.
Vous pouvez répondre par mail à l’adresse de l’archevêché, ou si vous préférez par mail au président du Tribunal 
ecclésiastique: yagellowlad@free.fr

Bien fraternellement en Christ,

Archiprêtre Wladimir Yagello

doc. 14
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From the Parish Council, Regarding the Regrettable Events of Recent Times.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The church's problems extend back to when Job was Archbishop (2013-2015). Archbishop Job removed Father Jo-
hannes as Dean for the Scandinavian deanery due to complaints, sent to the Exarchate in Paris, from three people: 
Stig Frøyshov, Father Olav and (then) Father Christophoros. Job also created many additional problems for the Ex-
archate, especially in France. This led to massive protests and he was then removed by the Synod in Constantinople. 
Already in the case of Father Johannes’ removal as Dean shows how unprofessionally complaints are handled by 
the Exarchate. Father Johannes was not informed of the decision in any personal letter and was unable to make a 
statement on his own behalf, nor produce alternative witnesses in the matter. His removal as Dean was published 
on the Exarchate’s website.

The current Archbishop, Jean (2016-), seems to carry on the same bad practice. First, he makes his decisions with-
out consulting his advisors, and, secondly, he publishes some of the decisions on the Exarchate’s website and not in 
the form of letters to those they may concern.

Since the beginning of 2018, Archbishop Jean has made three statements of importance to us. Below we list the 
most important points from these:

1) The document dated January 17th, in which he establishes churches in Bergen (with Father Theodor as a priest) 
and Oslo (with Father Olav as a priest). Father Johannes is told to discontinue his work in Bergen, and the Arch-
bishop tells Father Johannes to submit a list of all of the members of the St. Nicholas parish.

2) The decree of February 5th, where he suspends Father Johannes from the function of priest in the St. Nicholas 
parish because Father Johannes celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the parish members in Bergen.

3) The letter of February 13th in which he asks the members of the St. Nicholas parish to go to Father Olav’s and 
Father Theodor’s parishes if they want to «remain within the normal canonical life» of the church.

We would like to respond to these statements. It appears that the Archbishop believes that he can divide the con-
gregation of St. Nicholas parish and transfer the members to Father Theodor's new parish in Bergen. What we 

– i.e. the general assembly and parish council – have opposed is to «give away» members of our church to a priest 
who is outside of our congregation. We have said and claimed, with reference to the facts, that the people in, for 
example, Bergen (which forms the basis of our activity there) cannot be «given away» but are full members of the 
St. Nicholas parish. The only way for them to become members of another church is namely by withdrawing their 
membership from St. Nicholas parish and becoming members of another parish. This is a simple procedure and is 
in accordance with Norwegian law. Our statutes clearly state that the parish will comply with Norwegian law and 
the requirements made of religious communities. The archbishop's demands would require us to go against our 
statutes and break Norwegian law. We cannot agree to this.

The Archbishop's letter of 13 February refers to «their assertion [that is, the parish council’s] that St. Nicholas parish 
should control all the congregations as a single congregation, subject to St. Nicholas». This is a strange wording. 
«The Orthodox Church in Norway – St. Nicholas Parish» was founded in 1931 as a nationwide church. It is stated 

fortsetter neste side  →

doc. 15



Hellige Nikolai Menighets Blad  Ekstranummer (engelsk utgave)  2018

19

in our statutes, approved by the exarchate in Paris, and registered by the Norwegian authorities that the church 
encompasses «all parts of the country where members live». On this basis, the parish has initiated regular services, 
for example in Bergen. There we have had monthly liturgical activity for approximately 25 years with the approval 
of our archbishops who have even blessed starosts for several of these places. These are places and activities that are 
fully integrated into St. Nicholas parish, not independent or semi-independent communities.

According to the same letter, «we oppose all the appointments and creation of churches that are not directly de-
pendent on them [that is, us]». It's completely wrong. For us, the archbishop can create as many parishes as he 
wants in Norway, we do not have anything to do with that. The problem is just that he thus creates the foundation 
for competition. The creation of a new parish in Bergen obviously aims at just taking over the established activity 
of St. Nicholas in the same place. Instead of appointing Father Theodor Svane as a priest within the context of our 
parish, as was originally agreed upon, so that he could continue our work for everyone's benefit, he now becomes 
a competitor who will probably proselytize members of our parish, as the Archbishop encourages in his letter of 
13 February. A similar situation is created in Oslo by encouraging our members in Oslo to go to Father Olav's new 
parish.

If we examine Archbishop Jean’s three statements as a whole, it becomes a bit confusing: On the one hand, he 
acknowledges that Saint Nicholas parish has withdrawn from the exarchate. On the other hand, he still tries to 
control us as if we belonged to the exarchate. He suspended Father Johannes because he served our members in 
Bergen, and he threatens Father Johannes and the parish council with further punishment if we do not submit and 
cooperate. This is inconsistent. That he (on the one hand) acknowledges that we do not belong to the exarchate may 
explain his call to go to the two newly established parishes. This request may seem as an attempt to scare or entice 
the members of St. Nicholas parish into the exarchate again while he still has a means to pressure us and before we 
are received by another bishop. If there really is such a strategy behind, we are faced with an undisguised attempt 
to split our parish.

In regard to his demands to submit a complete list of our members, all our members can be confident that they will 
not wake up one morning and find out that they are now members of a different, and new, church they have never 
heard of before! This demand is unheard of. According to the laws and regulations for religious communities, the 
priest of the congregation has access to the membership list, and all information about our members is confidential 
and protected by Norwegian privacy laws. We will never disclose information about our members to anyone and 
no one will be able to access this information. Be safe, everyone!

We are accused of not having opened the doors of our church for Father Angel Velitchkov from Stockholm, who 
was ordered by the Archbishop to celebrate the liturgy in our church. But the congregation has left the exarchate 
(something the Archbishop himself seems to accept), so the parish council had no reason to open the church to 
an outside priest whom it had not invited. We have nothing negative to say about Father Angel. This can almost be 
perceived as a provocation by the Archbishop.

As far as we understand, the Archbishop understands that the St. Nicholas parish has withdrawn from the exar-
chate. There is therefore no reason for the him to threaten us with anything. He has no authority over us anymore.

This whole sequence of events has been a period of testing for our parish. From now on we should look forward to 
the normalization of the conditions under the blessing of a new bishop. Work is being done on that behalf.

The Parish Council for
The Orthodox Church in Norway – St. Nicholas Parish
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Quelques remarques sur le congé injustifié et mal fondé de l’archimandrite Johannes (Johansen) et sur l’his-
toire et la situation en Scandinavie en général

L’archimandrite Johannes Johansen est prêtre dans notre Archevêché depuis l’année 1980, c’est à dire qu’il est parmi 
les prêtres avec la plus longue ancienneté, et en Scandinavie il est incontestablement le prêtre le plus expérimenté, 
ce qui signifie que l’archimandrite Johannes a suivi et promové à travers plus que 35 ans la dévéloppement ortho-
doxe dans nos pays, et en conséquence il connait personellement la plupart du clergé et une grande partie des 
fidèles dans les paroisses et les communautées (au moins au Norvège et au Danemark)

Au commencement des années -80 le jeune (à l’époque) père Johannes était chargé de la reconstruction de la 
paroisse Saint Nicolas à Oslo, paroisse qui était à ce moment lá «quasi-morte» et sans activité à cause de la grave 
maladie de son prêtre et recteur depuis 1952, le père Thérapon.

Dans la même période, commencement des années 1980, le père Johannes était désigné comme deuxième prêtre 
dans la paroisse Alexandre Nevskij à Copenhague pour aider le vieux et malade recteur de cette paroisse, le père 
Alexis Cipurdejev, dans une situation ou le ROCOR («les synodales») etait en train d’occuper et de voler l’église à 
Copenhague, appartenant à notre archevêché depuis les années 1920, un vol qui etait malheureusement effectué en 
1984 sous la conduite du jeune (à l’époque) evêque Marc de l’Église Synodale (maintenant archevêque de ROCOR, 
résidant á Munich, Allemagne)

Une des conséquences de ce vol de l’église d’Alexandre Nevskij à Copenhague était la formation au Danemark cette 
même année, 1984, d’un groupe de fidèles orthodoxes «danophones», qui n’acceptait ni le vol ni la russification to-
tale de leur vieille paroisse. Ce groupe avait, depuis 1984 et jusqu’à la formation de notre paroisse actuelle en 2001, 
une certaine activité avec célébrations de la divine liturgie en langue danoise quelques fois par année sous la direc-
tion de l’archimandrite Johannes qui faisait les visites nécessaires à Copenhague comme célébrant pour maintenir 
et renforcer l’orthodoxie locale. Notre paroisse independante d’aujourd’hui, la Protection de la Mère de Dieu, est, 
on peut dire, le «héritier» de cette activité sous la conduite du père Johannes à travers 17 ans.

Donc, la fondation de notre paroisse au Danemark et sa dévéloppement est étroitement liée au père Johannes. 
C’était sur sa recommandation que nous étions établi en 2001 avec la bénédiction de Mgr. Serge comme commu-
nauté «filiale» de la paroisse Saint Nicolas d’Oslo. C’était sur la recommandation du père Johannes que moi-même 
j’était ordonné en 2002 diacre par Mgr. Serge à Paris. Et c’était sur la recommandation du père Johannes, finalement, 
que j’etait ordonné prêtre en 2003 par Mgr. Gabriel à Oslo. – Le père Johannes restait recteur («à la distance») de 
notre paroisse jusqu’à 2005 , année ou Mgr. Gabriel decidait que nous étions «murs» pour l’independance, et Mgr. 
Gabriel installait moi-même comme recteur de la paroisse cette même année.

L’activité et l’éffort du père Johannes à travers les années ne se limite pas au Danemark. Sur son initiative sont 
fondées à Norvège, son propre pay, pluiseurs communautées, à Bergen, à Bodø, à Neiden. En plus est fondée sur 
son initiative une propre paroisse à Sandnes (Stavanger), paroisse pour le moment sans prêtre résidant mais desser-
vie par le père Johannes qui fait toute l’année pas mal de voyages à toutes ces groupes et communautées.

L’archimandrite Johannes a, à coté de son propre paroisse à Oslo et toutes les communautées, fondé un monastère 
(un scete), Skite de Saint Tryphon, situé à Hurdal, Norvège. Ce scete a êté, et l’est encore, d’une très grande impor-
tance pour la vie orthodoxe (la vie spirituelle) en Scandinavie.
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Laissez-moi mentionner aussi que à travers ses plus que 35 ans de service, en toute loyauté vis-à-vis l’Exarchat de 
Paris et le patriarcat de Constantinople, l’achimandrite Johannes a fait un très grand et très important travail avec 
la traduction des textes liturgiques en norvégien/danois, un effort sans lequel c’est plus que difficile de s’imaginer 
comment nous pourrions continuer et développer notre vie orthodoxe, surtout nos liturgies et offices en langue 
locale.

En 2005 était introduit, par Mgr. Gabriel, une re-vitalisation de l’institution des doyennées dans l’Archevêché. Était 
désigné en 2005 comme doyen du Norvège et Danemark l’Archimandrite Johannes Johansen, et pour la Suède était 
désigné l’Archimandrite Matthias Nordström, Stockholm. À la décès de ce dernier plus tard la même année, 2005, 
l’Archimandrite Johannes fut désigne comme doyen de toute la Scandinavie, et l’archiprêtre Angel Velitchkov a 
suivi l’archimandrite Matthias comme prêtre et recteur à Stockholm.

La dédication et le grand effort à travers plus que 35 ans de l’archimandrite Johannes pour la vie orthodoxe en 
Scandinavie sont de la plus grande importance. C’est pour cette raison, je suppose, que à l’Assemblée Générale de 
l’Exarchat en 2007 Mgr. Gabriel proposait le même archimandrite Johannes comme son evêque auxiliaire. La prop-
osition de Monseigneur était accepté, unanimement, par les délégues de l’AG. Mais cette élection n’a jamais été éf-
fectué. L’archimandrite Johannes était rejeté, apparamment, par le patriarcat et cela dans une façon tres désagréable. 
Depuis l’AG en 2007 il n’a reçu absolument aucune éxplication de ce rejet. Tout est resté silence concernant le rejet 
d’une personne tout à fait qualifié à l’épiscopat et, encore une fois, élu unanimenent par les délégués d’une AGO de 
l’Archevêché. On peut supposer – mais cela n’est que une supposition – que la raison de ce rejet reste chez le Mét-
ropolite (à l’époque) Pavlos du Patriarcat Oecuménique (et ami personel du patriarche) qui résidait à Stockholm 
plus que 30 ans presque sans le moindre activité écclésiale, et que ce métropolite inactif ne supportait pas l’idée d’un 
autre evêque (actif!) en Scandinavie (le Métropolite Pavlos a été remlace par le Mét. Kleopas, il y a quelques années)

Pour la complétion de ce portrait personel et cette équise de l’histoire depuis 1980 de notre archevêche en Scandi-
navie, laissez-moi ajouter que:

Le hieromoine Seraphin était ordonné diacre en 2003 à Oslo par Mgr. Gabriel … sur la recommandation du père 
Johannes.

Le père Bengt Hagström (Göteborg, la Suède) ordonné prêtre en 2008 à Paris par Mgr. Gabriel … sur la recom-
mandation du père Johannes

Les pères Olav Lerseth et Christoforos Schuff (le dernier suspendu en 2017 par Mgr. Jean) de Norvège tous les deux 
ordonnés prêtres en Norvège par Mgr. Gabriel en 2008 … sur la recommandation du père Johannes.

Le père diacre Urban, Överkalix, la Suède, ordonné en 2008 en Norvège par Mgr. Gabriel. … sur la recommanda-
tion du père Johannes

Le père diacre Lazare Kold (Copenhague) ordonné en janvier 2010 à Paris par Mgr. Gabriel … sur la recomman-
dation du père Johannes et de moi-même (plus tard, en novembre 2016, le diacre Lazare était ordonné prêtre par 
Mgr. Jean à Paris, sur recommandiation de moi-même).

Le père diacre Irakli,Copenhague, ordonné en novembre 2010 à Oslo par Mgr. Gabriel … sur mon recommanda-
tion et celle du père Johannes.

fortsetter neste side  →



Hellige Nikolai Menighets Blad  Ekstranummer (engelsk utgave)  2018

27

Toutes les ordinations  mentionnés ci-dessus sont faites sur la recommandation de l’Archimandrite Johannes (Jo-
hansen).

Je voudrais ajouter que à travers des dernières cinque années a été bati à Oslo une toute nouvelle, grande et impres-
sionante, église orthodoxe, presque une cathédrale. Cela aussi sur l’initiative de l’archimandrite Johannes Johansen. 
Et que à Hurdal, dans le Skite de Saint Tryphon au milieu de la forêt est bati une très belle petite église byzantine, 
encore une fois avev l’archimandrite Johannes comme force motrice.

À quoi sert un tel portrait et une telle histoire (tout à fait insuffisant)? L’intention en est de poser quelques questions:

Est-ce-que c’est juste que un tel homme, prêtre et moine loyal et capable, qu’il soit congédié (probablement à cause 
d’une veritable conspiration, avec des lettres de complainte envoyées à Paris, de la part de trois ou quatre personnes, 
y inclus deux prêtres, qui se sont tournes contre leur bienfaiteur) ) congédié le 1er mai 2014 comme doyen par le 
nouveau (et à l’époque très jeune) archevêque de l’Exarchat? Congédié sans aucun contact préalable, sans un coup de 
téléphone, sans d’échanges par lettres ou même par courriel, sans confrontation personnel, sans aucune explication, 
sans que l’archevêque connaisse personnellement la personne qu’il prends la liberté de déprécier et congédier avec 
arrogance et avec un trait de plume épiscopal? Est-ce-que une telle procedure est juste? À mon avis absolument non!

Et en plus, est-ce-que c’est juste que une élection unanime d’une AGO en 2007 d’un candidat pour l’épiscopat soit 
reçu et traité par le patriarcat selon la méthode préféré de la diplomatie byzantine: Silence absolue! Il grande silenzio!

À mon avis, encore une fois, non! Pour la vie orthodoxe en Scandinavie il aurait été un très grand avantage avec 
un évêque local, avec un évêque qui connait personnellement les paroisses, les prêtres, les fidèles; qui connait les 
situations conflictuelles qui existent, qui connait la mentalité scandinave en géneral, et qui prends ses décisions à 
base de tout cela. – Et pour la personne en question il aurait été une juste reconnaissance de son grande travail pour 
l’orthodoxie, pour les fidèles et pour notre archevêché en Scandinavie.

Merci, Monseigneur, pour votre attention!

Avec tout mon respect je me confie à vos prières

En Christ

L’Archiprêtre Poul Sebbelov, Danemark
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